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XML/TEI Reflection 

 With previous knowledge and experience of HTML (Hyper Text Markup Language) skills, 

I was given an opportunity to transcribe and encode using XML (Extensible Markup Language). 

My part in the Sweeney Todd project was to transcribe, proofread, encode and annotate two 

chapters (Chapters 81 and 90) of a TEI edition of The String of Pearls, or, The Barber of Fleet 

Street: A Domestic Romance (1850) by James Malcolm Rymer. By encoding the text in 

Extensible Markup Language (XML) with markup defined by the TEI (Text Encoding Initiative) 

Guidelines, I was able to showcase and format the transcribed text and my critical annotations. 

When working on this assignment, I found XML to be alike HTML since both markup languages 

use elements, attributes, and values to format and display text. However, TEI allows for greater 

customization through a wide range of encoding properties. 

When comparing markup languages to web publishing platforms, such as Omeka, there 

are similarities and differences that are expressed. Both markup languages and web publishing 

platforms allow users to collaborate and encourage outside interaction, via cloud storage 

documents or webpage comments. Although, both processes format and display text 

differently. Markup languages utilize separate programs (i.e. Notepad and Coda) to transcribe 

and encode text. The XML or HTML is then styled using CSS (Cascading Style Sheets), so that the 

text is displayed and formatted in a more appealing fashion. On the other hand, Omeka uses 

the same formatted template to keep consistency and uniformity throughout the platform.  

Both processes allow for public display and are accessible through a domain.  

Looking forward, I like that Omeka is more user-friendly with the data fields already 

listed and there is room for customization. I feel that certain projects, especially encoding and 

annotating literature like the Sweeney Todd project, should be done through TEI rather than 

through Omeka because of the customization and extensibility of annotating and describing 

certain words or phrases. TEI allows the creator to accurately depict a certain word or phase 
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that has a connection to a deeper meaning through the appropriate elements, attributes, and 

values. Creating my own individual chapters allowed me to express and create context for the 

readers who have not read the previous chapters. Learning TEI was a great experience that 

allowed me to use my act of authority.  

 

 

 


